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Topic: Writing an Article

This is the final exercise of Paper 2. It can be an article, a report or a review writing. We’ll look
at articles here.

You will be given a topic (more like a question to ponder up on) on which you have to write your
views and opinions. This can either be a two-sided article (for and against) or a one-sided

article (just your opinion). It is up to you to decide.

The topics usually given for this exercise are easy enough that you can come up with points right
there in the exam, but it is good if you read upon various issues from around the word (obesity,
technological influences, environmental issues, animal welfare, teenager issues etc).

So here’s how to attempt this question:

Before you start it is a good idea that you come up with a plan. Use the blank space below the

question to make your plan, in pencil. In your plan write down the answers to these questions:

o The audience: this will be specified in the question (it is almost always a school magazine).
So when you write, keep in mind that you need to write to that audience. Your language, tone
and vocabulary should reflect this.

e Ismy article going to be two-sided or one-sided? If you know a lot about the topic and can
weigh up the pros and cons, then go for two-sided. If you’re not too knowledgeable about it,
stick to one-sided.

e How do I introduce the topic? Start off by saying what the topic is and how important the
topic is in today’s world. Why it is such a problem? Or is it a problem?

e What’s in the body? Write down three points. (If it’s_two-sided write two pros and two cons).
You will develop your body based on these points. A few points will be given in your
question paper, and you can use those!

e How will I conclude the article? You need to sum up your points and give your final
opinion (even if it’s two-sided, give your final opinion on the matter).

Organise. By now, you’ve pretty much come up with the contents of your article. Now organise
your points into paragraphs.
e One-sided Article:Paragraph 1: Introduction

o Paragraph 2: First point with justification (or counter-argument)
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« Paragraph 3: Second point with justification (or counter-argument)

o Paragraph 4: Opposing point which you contradict (here, you state a point said by people
who have a different opinion from yours and explain why they are wrong. This is
called argument and counter-argument)

o Paragraph 5: Conclusion- summary, (solution?), repeat your opinion

e Two-sided Article:Paragraph 1: Introduction

Paragraph 2: Advantages/’For’

Paragraph 3: Disadvantages/’ Against’

Paragraph 4: Conclusion- Summary and final opinion

Write. Use a variety of connecting words and argumentative phrases. Examples:

« Expressing opinions:| agree/ disagree with the above statement that

In my opinion

e | believe that

e | am in favour of

« | am against the idea of

e It seems to me that



e | sympathize with

Presenting and contrasting opinions:The main argument in favour/ against is

It is often said that

o First of all I should like to consider

e Apart from that

e Even though

e Furthermore

e In addition

« Moreover

e Nevertheless

e And

: Or

: But

: Finally
: Lastly

o Despite the fact that/ In spite of



On the other hand

On the contrary

Whereas

What is more

What matters most in this case is

Itis a fact that

Besides

After all

There is no doubt that

Reasoning:Because of

As a result of

Owing to

Through

Due to

Consequently



On account of

Therefore

Hence

Concluding:To sum up

To conclude

It can be concluded that

| believe that

Thus, I am of the opinion that

Argumentative verbs (use these instead of say/tell):

e Claim

: Assert

: Insist

: Argue

: Allege
: Suggest

e Point out



e Maintain

Here’s an example of a one-sided article. This is one-sided because, even though it weighs up
both ‘for’ and ‘against’ points, in each paragraph it contradicts the ‘for’ points and alludes to the
same conclusion that zoos should be abolished. This is called the argument/counter-argument
format.

Zoos —should they be abolished?

Zoos have been popular for hundreds of years, imtroducing a wide variety of
animals tovisitors who otherwise would never have seen them. Times change,
however, and we must guestion whether zoos are still relevant in @ world

where we wish to treat animals humanely.

It is often said that zoos are educational. They teach people, especially

children, about animal behavior and encourage an interest in animal welfare.
This moy be partly true, but does a captive animal behave like its counterpart

in the wild? Zoo animals are often confined to a very small area compared
with their wast notural habitat. As @ result, many animals develop unnatural
habits such as pacing back and forth or swaying.

Ancther argument put forward in favor of zoos is that they help to conserve
endangered species through breeding programs. Thus, for example, a rare

species can be protected and encouraged to reproduce in a zoo environmert.

For example, attempts to breed pandas in captivity have been very costly and

unsuccesstul. Evidertly zoo life does not prepare animals for the challenges
of life in the wild.

Supporters of zoos sometimes claim that the inhabitarts are even better of f
than their courtterparts in the wild. On the comtrary, the zoo is an unnatural

ervironment that exposes animals to numerous dangers. Diseoses offen
spread between species that would never co-exist naturally. For exomple, zoo
animals are of ten exposed to chemicals, solverts and other toxic substances.
Furthermore, it iz not uncomman for visitors to tease and provoke confined

animals.

In summary, therefore the cortinued existence of zoos cannot be defended.

They do not educote people; they do not conserve wildlife; and they do not

treat animals humanely. They are cruel prisons and the time has come to

abalizh them.
This is an example | found on the internet; not mine!
Tips

Use your own points, words and phrases as far as possible. The more original your content is,
the better.



Give a suitable title

Keep to the word limit 150-200 words. Exceeding a little over 200 is not a problem.

Always have an introduction and conclusion

Always organise your points into paragraphs. One para for each point (one-sided) or all
advantages in one para and disadvantages in another para (two-sided) is the ideal format.

A final opinion has to be given.

Punctuation, spelling and grammar is very important. Check your writing once you’re done.

Time Management

For the core paper 1 take 20 minutes for this exercise

For the extended paper 2, 30 minutes should suffice to answer this question. Spend 10 minutes
to come up with a plan, 15 minutes to organise and write your article. Use the 5 minutes left to
read over your article, make changes and correct spelling, grammar and punctuation errors.

Check the following Youtube link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cfNwleDLD0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRTTzEmBRgA
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